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R ev. Ernest Courtney Wilson, age 89 of Hendersonville passed away peacefully

on Monday, May 12, 2014. He was born June 25, 1924 in Paducah, KY to the late
Eva Malone Wilson and Troy Dellion Wilson. Known affectionately as “Brother

Wilson”, he was pastor of First Baptist Church of Hendersonville, TN for 27 years.

Prior to becoming pastor of First Baptist, he was pastor of Woodbine Baptist Church
in Nashville, TN. He also held pastorates at Fairview Baptist Church in Newbern, TN

and Smithfork Baptist Church in Statesville, TN while in college. He proudly served
in the U.S. Army Air Corps in World War II where he was a crew chief for two

commanding Generals of the First Air Force. He served overseas at Torbay Air Base

in St. John’s Newfoundland where he met the love of his life Betty Lorraine Roberts
who became his wife in 1946. Married for 63 years, it was a love affair that never

ended. After World War II, he obtained his undergraduate degree from Union
University and post graduate degree from Vanderbilt-Peabody. While pastor of First

Baptist Hendersonville, he served as Vice-President and President of the Tennessee

Baptist Convention. He also served on the Boards of Baptist Hospital and Belmont
University. After “retirement” in 1985, he served as Associate Pastor at Grace Baptist

Church in Nashville for 15 years. He was preceded in death by his wife, Betty, his
parents, two brothers, and one sister and grandchildren, Brandi Liane Wilson and

Charles Connerly “Tucker” Steele, Jr. He is survived by daughters, Sylvia (Mark)
Smith and Laurie Gray and sons, Jerry ( Jane) Wilson and Philip C. (Cindy) Wilson, 8

grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. He is also survived by one sister, Jean

Vantrease of Lexington, KY. Honorary pallbearers are: former members of the
Hendersonville Coffee Club; Mr. Bob Sudderth (a very special friend); Dr. Jim

Carmack and staff; Dr. Cordell Chaffin; Dr. Conrad Shackleford; Mr. Rudy Fisher;
the staff of Emeritus at Main Street; the caregivers of Alive Hospice; current and

former staff members of First Baptist Church of Hendersonville; the staff of Grace
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Baptist Church during Bro. Wilson’s tenure; the King/Tollet Sunday School Class and

every other Sunday School Class that he enjoyed visiting. Pallbearers will be
grandsons, Graham Mayfield, Jared Gray, Braxton Wilson and Skylar Peden and

great-grandsons, Enoch Smith, Jonas Smith and Simon Smith. Visitation with the
family will be on Wednesday, May 14th from 3-8 P.M. and on Thursday, May 15th

from 9:30-11 A.M. at First Baptist Church Hendersonville. Funeral Services will be

conducted on Thursday, May 15th at 11:00 A.M. from First Baptist Church
Hendersonville with Dr. Bruce Chesser and Dr. Fred Johnson officiating. Burial with

Military Honors will follow in Hendersonville Memory Gardens. In lieu of flowers,
donations are requested to the Courtney Wilson Scholarship Fund at First Baptist

Church c/o First Baptist Church, 106 Bluegrass Commons, Hendersonville, TN 37075

or the Courtney Wilson Scholarship Fund at Grace Baptist Church, 1520 Old Hickory
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37207. Arrangements Entrusted To: Spring Hill Funeral Home

and Cemetery, 5110 Gallatin Road, Nashville (615)865-1101 www.springhillfh.com

Obituary Rev. E.Courtney Wilson
JUN  25, 1924 - MAY  12, 2014

PAGE 4 OF 8

http://www.springhillfh.com/


Visitation

First Baptist Church of Hendersonville

106 Bluegrass Commons Blvd, Hendersonville TN

37075

Visitation Prior to Funeral Ceremony

First Baptist Church of Hendersonville

106 Bluegrass Commons Blvd, Hendersonville TN

37075

Celebration Of Life Funeral Ceremony

First Baptist Church of Hendersonville

106 Bluegrass Commons Blvd, Hendersonville TN

37075
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Cemetery Details

Hendersonville Memory Gardens

353 East Main St, Hendersonville TN
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DC Don Crick posted:

I just learned of Rev. Wilson's passing yesterday. I am so disappointed that I was not there at the

visitation and celebration of life. He is my mother's first cousin. Her father was Rev Wilson's Brother.

Rev Wilson's children and I share the same Great Grandfather.I called him and had some great

discussions until he became so ill that he couldn't have his phone. I loved him with all my heart. He

was a true example of Jesus commandment to his disciples in John 13:34. I am honored to have

known him. My thoughts and prayers are with each family member. I love you all very much. I live in

Brentwood. I would love to hear from you. 615-***-****. My mother is Dorothy Louise Wilson

Crick.Don Crick

May 24 at 7:29 AM

JF John And Faye Ferguson posted:

So sorry to hear of brother Wilson's passing. He was loved by our whole family and anyone that he

had contact with. The only way I can say it is that he was the nicest person I have ever met. He will

be missed here but welcomed in heaven.Sincerely, John and Faye Ferguson, Erik, Jon Marie, Matilda

and Jon Michael Lamb

May 14 at 8:37 AM

RH Ron Hosse posted:

Just read about Rev Wilson's passing. He was always very nice to me. Preached my grandfather's

and grandmother's funerals. They were longtime members of Grace Baptist Church. Prayers and

thoughts for his family and friends.

May 14 at 7:49 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring E.Courtney by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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